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Congresswoman Matsui Opposes H.R. 1837 Water Bill
Legislation Would Have Detrimental Consequences for Northern California Interests

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congresswoman Doris Matsui (CA-05), voted in opposition to
H.R. 1837, the so-called San Joaquin Water Reliability Act, which has been renamed the
“States Rights Repeal Act” by the bill’s opponents. This legislation would repeal existing law
regarding the use of water from the San Joaquin River in California’s Central Valley.

  

“In Northern California, we have balanced our watershed to the benefit of our cities, farms, and
environment,” said Congresswoman Matsui. “However, this legislation will throw our work out
the window, along with the ability of California to make its own decisions on its water resources.
H.R. 1837 is an unprecedented and unacceptable water grab, and California cannot afford for it
to pass – the stakes are simply too high.”

  

Congresswoman Matsui has been a vocal opponent to H.R. 1837, sending a letter to the
Natural Resources Committee
leadership during its consideration of the bill and 
speaking out on the House floor
. Additionally, the 
City of Sacramento
and the 
County of Sacramento
have both sent letters expressing their opposition – joining a 
long list of organizations, officials, states, and localities
who realize the incredibly detrimental consequences the bill would have.
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http://matsui.house.gov/images/stories/Nunes_opposition_letter_final.pdf
http://matsui.house.gov/images/stories/Nunes_opposition_letter_final.pdf
http://youtu.be/Y21EcrZyoAg
http://matsui.house.gov/images/stories/HR1837_Letter_of_Opposition.pdf
http://matsui.house.gov/images/stories/Nunes_-_Opposition_ltr_Sac_Co_HR_1837_Letter_final_dt.pdf
http://democrats.naturalresources.house.gov/content/files/2012-02-28_DOC_1837OppositionList.pdf
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 Congresswoman Matsui speaks on the House floor in opposition to H.R. 1837

  

H.R. 1837 would usurp California’s ability to manage its own water resources and prohibit the
state from adhering to its own water code. It would repeal the San Joaquin Restoration
Settlement Act, and restrict California’s ability to pass legislation to restore the San Joaquin
River. Further, the bill would preempt the state from passing any stricter laws needed to protect
endangered and native species.

  

Matsui added, “This legislation would dramatically undermine our state’s authority to monitor,
allot, and safeguard its own natural resources, as well as set a dangerous precedent for
government interference in the ability of states to protect local agricultural and environmental
interests. At a time when we should be working together to solve California’s water problems
through a balanced approach, H.R. 1837 is anything but balanced and will only create further
discord.”
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